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tion with him in private.   The reported debates thus
afford no measure of the real influence of non-official
members.    Since 1909 only eight Bills can be said to Government
have   encountered   really    serious   opposition ....... It ^p-j^

appears that whenever the Government has met with seriously
anything approaching solid opposition on the part of opposed
the Indian members it has, except on matters touching
the peace and security of the country, generally pre-
ferred to give way.

9;.   Only five private Bills have been passed by
the Imperial Legislative Council since 1910 ......

94.   We  pass to   another  aspect of  the  Council's Influence
work, namely, the influence which it exercises on the
work of administration by means of questions and re-
solutions.   The fact that nearly twice as many questions tration
were asked in 1917 as in 1911 shows that serious value tlirough
is attached to the right of interrogation ..... it cannot ^s lons

be said that the right of interrogation has been abused, resolutions
..... In all 168 resolutions were moved in the Council

up  till the end of the year  1917 ; of these 24 were
accepted by Government, 68 were withdrawn, and 76
were rejected either with or without a division .......

A rough classification of the    resolutions shows that
some 73 can be described as fructuous.   In not a few

instances substantial results were obtained .......

#                #                #                #

100.   In the light of these anticipations it is not hard Cause of
to   understand  how   the   Morley-Minto   constitution the failure
ceased in the brief space of ten years' time to satisfy

the political hunger  of  India.   The new institutions 1909 'to
began with good auspices and on both sides there was satisfy the
a desire to work them in a conciliatory fashion.   But ^^f
some   of  the  antecedent   conditions  of  success   were Of India'
lacking.  There was no general advance in local bodies ;
no real setting free of provincial finance ; and in spite
of -some progress no widespread admission of Indians
in greater numbers into the  public   service.   Because
t<he relaxation of Parliamentary control had not been
contemplated the Government of India could <not relax
the*r control over Local Government.  The sphere -ki